Welcome/Coming Soon: The ASTR Graduate Student Caucus Facebook Group.

The Graduate Student Caucus is a community of emerging theatre scholars and practitioners. On behalf of the Caucus’s Web Committee, we warmly invite new and returning graduate students to join our ASTR Graduate Student Caucus Facebook Group: (http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=5305166943). 
By late August 2008, we will add several valuable new features to our Facebook Group:
· Academic Forum that allows users to post Calls for Papers, Job Searches, Calls for Research Help, and Upcoming Opportunities (ASTR or otherwise) 

· GSC Contact list with member locations and research interests 

· Networking Area that facilitates communication among geographically distant members, enabling users to search for conference roommates, to request firsthand testimony about graduate programs, to share experiences about relocation, housing, academic and social life in new cities, etc. 

· Dissertation Writing/Support Groups for students interested in collaborating on an ongoing basis to provide each other with constructive feedback on dissertation chapters. The GSC helps writers form groups based on their interests and expectations, while internal organization of groups is left up to participants. Interested students should contact John Carnwath 
· (j-carnwath@northwestern.edu) 
· Local Archives and Resources: this will be a page of links to local archives, scholarship resources, and graduate programs in Theatre and Performance Studies. The content will be generated by ASTR graduate students and may be edited and expanded upon by all members 

· ASTR Calendar with pertinent ASTR deadlines for submitting funding applications, conference proposals and conference dates, etc.
· Ability to upload a personalized presence on the website 

· Feedback Mailbox: Send us your ideas about how we might improve the ASTR Graduate Student Caucus Facebook Group.
Our central objectives are to help our members take advantage of the existing opportunities available to graduate students, and to create new opportunities for friendship, scholarly exchange, and professional development. Let your imagination guide you as you join us in creating the 2008-2009 ASTR Graduate Student Caucus. Please contact our Web Committee Chair, Kane Anderson, if you have any questions: kaneanderson@umail.ucsb.edu
Sincerely,

Kane Anderson (UC Santa Barbara), Kimi Johnson (U of Minneapolis), Jon Sherman (Northwestern), and Theresa Smalec (NYU)

